
The Memory of the Holocaust - 
Then, now and tomorrow
In this discussion, we will focus on the changes Israeli society 
underwent with regards to Holocaust commemoration throughout the 
years. We’ll start by asking participants what their feelings are towards 
Holocaust Memorial Day the way we all know it: official ceremonies, 
sirens, and films aired on television. 

We will then shortly speak about how this day has been portrayed in 
Israel, from the state’s establishment until present day. Next, we’ll talk 
about what characterizes this day and how it is viewed today. We’ll end 
with how we would like to commemorate this day in the future.

Stage One:

Stage Two: Stage Three:

The discussion will open with the most basic question: Why did you come to 
this event?
Participants will share their feelings about Holocaust Memorial Day, and 
the event’s discussion leader will start a conversation about how this day is 
commemorated today.

Questions to further discussion:

●  Do you feel connected to the official state ceremonies? 

●  Is there anyone here who believes that this day could pass right by him/her 
without them feeling anything? 

●  Is there anyone here who believes this day is missing something in its 
current format?

We’ll start by asking if participants’ attitudes toward the Holocaust have changed 
throughout the years. 

Questions to further discussion:

●  What are the positive sides of Holocaust remembrance and perception today? 
(possible answer: Public awareness to survivors’ conditions, etc) 

● What are the negative aspects of the Holocaust remembrance and perception 
of it today? 

● Is the Holocaust Memorial Day accessible to all parts of society in your country? 

●  Is commemorating the Holocaust too dependant on the Holocaust survivors? 

●  Is the current format of the Holocaust Memorial Day (i.e. participating in 
ceremonies, watching T.V. etc) too passive? Does it enable inner reflection?

The final part of the discussion will focus on a summarizing question: How 
would we like this day to look like in 20 & 30 years?

Questions to further discussion:

 ● What would Holocaust Memorial Day look like with no survivors? 

 ● How will our children’s memories of the Holocaust be shaped, as they will 
never hear/meet a Holocaust survivor firsthand? 

 ● Decades from now, should this day be commemorated as a day that 
merely symbolized our survival (such as Pessach for example?)
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