
How do we/should we teach
about the Holocaust?
This discussion is geared towards sharing prior experiences of 
learning about the Holocaust for both Jewish and non-Jewish 
participants. The purpose is to explore some of the practices 
in Holocaust education and have participants reflect on the 
place and purpose of studying Holocaust in general.

Stage One:

Stage Two: Stage Three:

Questions to further discussion:

 How did you learn about the Holocaust? What feeling did it evoke in you 
during your learnings?

 If you learned about the Holocaust in school, tell us about it. What books 
did you read, movies did you watch, etc. Do you think that this subject 
should initially be taught by a teacher? Perhaps within one’s community? 
Nuclear family?

 How was the Holocaust regarded as a topic of study in your school? How 
did the class react to the subject? Did any of your classmates know about 
it beforehand?

 Have you ever been to any Holocaust Museums either in the United 
States or abroad? What can you share with us about those experiences?

Questions to further discussion:

 Do you think it is important for all students in all schools to learn about 
the Holocaust?

 Why do you think Holocaust education is important?

 Do you think there should be a special educational program for people 
with no personal or cultural relation to the Holocaust?

 How do you feel about graphic imagery in the teaching of the Holocaust? 
Is this appropriate in your opinion? Can we teach and learn about the 
Holocaust without the use of such imagery?

 Can you share an experience where you engaged with graphic imagery of 
the Holocaust? What was this experience like for you? Do you think there 
is viable alternative to the documented graphics?

When talking about the Holocaust, do you think that it’s 
OK to make comparisons with other forms of prejudice, 
persecution and genocide around the world? Do you think 
this may ‘threaten’ the sacredness of the Jewish narrative?
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